Dear Save, 


12/19/75 


The- tiring of your 12/15 could not be better. At any assent I will be interrupted, 
I 'a tire- from being up until after 1 a.n. , when a broadcast ended, when I look around 
and see how » far behind I* a getting it starts to overwhelm - and 1 mean mechanical work 
1 -s V p, filing only, not what 1 really ought be doing. So, your concluding consent about 
Poet Horten is a lift. At a tine when I can use it. I* a troubled by staying so tired. 

I s d have written you as soon as possible anyway because Ira Fistali or Pis tell, 

I rk of bill?, Milwaukee, will be in touch with you for a broadcast. First you 
should know you can. do it by phone if you are not going to be in “ilwaukee. lie spoke of 
your bibliography, etc., and 1 spews highly, etc. 

X found Mm a very decent parson in the way he treated sc, xae audience and 
the subject. Ane I’ve had lots of experience with people in his role. He ecssas accrosss 
one ox xke oust* 

1 taka it that despite the condition of the package ths flyers can. be used. If 
not please let raa know. Or if you need more. Until we can find tine to see how many 
we have we can’t decide whether to print sore not folded. 2,0GC were to have been un- 
folded. However, if I have to reprint, 1 say add a sSew tiny squibs, plugs. 


Hth what you’ve said about PH 


fW iw,*. 


been troubled by the writing. After ay initial 

have just 00 


ou’ve gfe&ea me an enersous xilt. rirst u've 
experiences thru became secondary to 

se and rcaniao tiiat way. u nave just 00 much tins and how do I uso it? Ey decision was 
tc make the record os completely as possible. Also, years ago I made real efforts to 
get an editor/assistant-in-residence. If those of isrge means and larger souths had 
the dedication they profess this could have been done and ny output could have been 
close tc twice as such. And better. 

At thb cutset I xxx decided against doing the writing, getting a collaborator 
for this so 1 could continue investigating until the first book was done. I had a book 
contract for this. By the time there was writing for as tc see there was none. By then 
this* as it turned out far-right, former hot-shot report agreed for se to do several 


chapters, ssouag to close to half of the boon 


ms anc 


bo see his work. 


I got sick. So disturbed that in. driving back from iMlanelahia instead of turning 
Baltimore toward Frederick I gept going until I realised I was on the way to Woshii 
Phis was 2 / 5 / 65 , perhaps 2/2. Ths contract called for delivery oi 
2/l5. I phoned the publisher the next day, 


bon. 


completed ns. 


agreement, and believe it or not 


.d I'd have to take it all over, got his 
¥¥ was sent by Z/*t5» I had to write chapters 


•ux 01 ordo: 


I could do fastest first go that, with what I had already written. 


he could start editing. I m sure I wrote all of it in less than 50 days. I never had a 
chance to outline it except in ey rind. On it, however, as I thought I did make notes 
of what not to forget, etc. That- Ls. the closest I’ve aver been able to cease to an outline 

“t- r . 


xn any or 




0 work. I’ve been writing while developing material on all the books. While 
I now have no clear recollection of having it in Bind, I have always been concerned about 
how to keep interest ssmstant or growing Wa. i/fi vS X*. Lais of trie nature. The sost common 

cccssent about W 1 is th>-t it red like a nurder syst ery. In fact, la was runner-up fer 
the mystery writers award of 1366! I’ve forgo tins but I thin Hex Strut's novel won. I was. 


_ TSlIA 

but I also know 
on multiple 








find 


Jrk grows tnst wsy, 




reading is not easy. 


iccepxs this. 


have Istt. rs iron professional people 


just- rereaa sv.i xor t. 
2gs, each of widen ths 


10 th tine! cc 


:.onaasory comments 


si ter tolls me discloses acre. Howcexcept for 


cne rt 


am® 


loss not surprise ae. I’ll explain 


uerayea guest coxes. 


Proa the first a wax. aware or what I could not responsibly nay but of which there should 


be a hint. This led to persisting ellipsis. It is conscious. 


.n 


some 


In 


fact, I*a certain that if you reread soa® of WW5 you’ll find these elliptical hints 
carried forward with ths evidence I did not then have but analysis told me had to exist. 
?M was most difficult of all because it was written over an 6 year perior, vritnout sn 
outline and always during turnoil(s). Torsi was what is not part 2. I began writing it 
the Sunday night before the Shaw jury was imBpselled, at Kati H&rroa* s, in Hew Orleans, 



on a oartly-brcken East German portable be had. 1 resumed nest morning in a small room 
in Garrison's of. ice, on an old electric machine and on a regular ^rather ^ than a 
typing table. I’d never used an electric before. I left that X'nursday in disgust,^ 
without ever going into the courtroom or laying eyes on Shaw, who was just down the 
hall« 1 keptworking. giving them a chance to change the doctrine ox the case as a 
condition for ny having anything further to do with it (I supplied all the nozt-Shaw ^ 
gtuff ascent Carr)* 1 had to have the work completed before the incompetent a sent, voo 
by then I 'mm was incompetent, testified in j^yjast Washington* I did it in two 
week, which included packing, unpacking and travelling both ways. U ssacd x^sagnsr^to 
edit it. She flipped over it but declined for reasons I don, t believe.^ a urot-e 
fccxx what is not the third part while 1 was developing i- nnn while -- «as also doiiig- 
other writing* *fHUe ransacking, s$ dng, acting as sy own lawyer* trying to ^ keep jxhx 
straight and from copping out, while giving others an -alternative to so suing, ea. 


Ls virtually ell a’ rough draft. X did gc over some of what X ba- 


the WsPost 


snd cut some of it, v- ich r eant an enormous mechanical poo ox punt repaging, waxen 
I had to do myself. X posted all the changes, corrections, etc. 

With this kind of situation as troubling a3 I as sure you can. see was to 
me, that you can say what you have neano much. However, sons of that wm.cn you no^ce 
is intentional. Hies switching the. second part from being the third. I took part of 
the first part out when I could find no publisher and laid it aside, a did not expect 


to be able to yet es nuch as X did but when 


T ,%4 < 




the third part. 


lou use the work that keep recurring in ay rind, dysantine. so. ha oak, "ho j.s 
generally critical of sy writing, liked this and was impressed by what he caixed the 

sustained sense of horror. . 

Qng other coissssnti X had started writing tho fourth part when method on.v.0 tn& 
ryvn^ rr that could finance Howard's coming here. When he got hers a gave rdm no r sfr-ctiens. 


I don't recall wha.1 
ird eart but I'm sure 


took out where thera is a bit of appendix in the made Gw the 


, .%A- 

1 . 


3e put those incumcn 


otIi.wr.iine the 


over. X_ the 


whole thing thereafter would have had to hs ropaged and the ina ax ^ 

ith cart 1 let b? ^ cut stuff out without cuostioa. It was a close call and a accepted 
big judgement. In retrospect I'm sorry. % instinct was correct. It would have saade^ 
a larger book. I also gave bis a free hand on tho appendix. I hud tco such. I let his 
decide what to eliminate and ho did the lacing with footnotes* 

His book is to bo republished in Karch fcy A.S.B&rsxss, with SpQ.vOG prom sou «o 
prosote it. This is tho kind of investment required for a publisher to ruake & real 
effort. If he doesn't out tb s ™osey in the book has to jxsck it on urn o--n sad rngms 
viith rrest commercial liabilities. When they get this word around the stores will assume 


itteaticn and will sell. T-r.ae 


order 


rvt. 

moss 


the book will gel 

right have ordered s couple will taka acre. It is a vary pro m i s i n g sign sau *e are 
overjoyed for Howard. It also sesno the publisher is shooting for a best-seller and^ 
has to have ia nind "fiinaratis." enough interest and attention xor an at tract! vs repnai. 
contract after anxluun hardback sales. 

I* 7 o ovsn Howard a little comsarcial/ contract advice and suy c ested also that 
he ask 3amec tr, ask Fedrleigh-Hickinson to let them read Howard's fine work on the 
ariy criginr. of tbs cold v&r* It does not have the c o s es . rexeu potential bui, it *s a 


book the 


; r~ «*• •.>* ~t.tr. •**' - 

» ? uW 


r* 


Wbat can va do about that lua^ard -aide to African History? Or :^ybt 




y^iu.<d -A-w 


qi'Gc x cr a nv'y^r • 
Guo at here. 


At is 


xtellectusl and scholarly out 


«cj holiday* 



